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UM SEMINAR TO ADDRESS CONSENSUS BUILDING IN THE WEST 
MISSOULA -
A scholar and analyst who specializes in Western water law and natural resource 
policies will present a seminar Friday, April 22, at The University of Montana.
Sarah Van deWetering will speak about “Legal Issues in Consensus Building” from 9 
a.m. to noon in Room 19 of the law school’s Castles Center. The event is free and open to the 
public. Her presentation will review the legal context for using collaboration building to 
prevent and resolve natural resource disputes.
DeWetering is one of three Visiting Fellows this semester at UM ’s Public Policy 
Research Institute, which works to promote sustainable communities and landscapes. She is the 
author of numerous articles and books, including “Across the Great Divide: Explorations in 
Collaborative Conservation and the American W est.”
DeWetering earned her law degree from the University of Colorado and served as a 
senior policy analyst with UC’s Natural Resources Law Center for many years.
The two other PPRI Visiting Fellows are Edward Weber and Patrick Field.
Weber is director of the Thomas S. Foley Public Policy Institute and associate 
professor of political science at Washington State University. He specializes in American 
political institutions, particularly those involved in natural resource and environmental policies.
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Field is managing director and senior mediator for the Consensus Building Institute, 
one of the most well-respected conflict-resolution firms in the world. He had mediated more 
than 30 public disputes on natural resource and environmental issues, and he teaches 
workshops on multiparty negotiation throughout North America.
For more information, call Matthew McKinney at (406) 457-8475.
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